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Editors Ramblings! 

HO HO HO!!! 

Ahoy club members! Its that time of year again when we rummage 

around in the loft getting the old decorations out  and with any luck 

plugging in the Christmas tree lights and finding they all work! Its 

also the time when we the committee and members, rummage 

around looking for willing volunteers to take up the clubs various 

posts as Flag Officers, Secretary, Treasurer and Committee mem-

bers. As usual with a bit of  persuasion members step forward to take 

up these essential posts so valuable to the continued workings of the 

club. 

 

The membership of the club has remained strong over these very  

difficult times and I hope that this can continue to be the case as we 

all move forward  and hopefully back to almost normal meetings 

and club activities all of which will be made known via the club 

Newsletter, Website and Facebook Page so please make the effort to 

access these. 

 

As your editor I would remind you that the Newsletter is only as 

good as the material the members provide so don't be shy and let 

your inner author juices flow with any tales or stories or pics you 

may feel would be worth sharing with the club. 

Merry Christmas and a Safe 

Happy New Year! 

 

Thanks for reading, 

The Ed. 

Brian G. 



 
First off, I would just like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy                   

New Year!  
 
 
 
 

 
I also hope everyone is keeping safe and well ! 

As you all know our AGM is fast approaching and Covid restrictions keep 
changing. As things sit at the moment we plan to hold our AGM in the boat        

house as usual, but if that’s not possible we also have a plan B in place which 
involves our good friend Zoom! So all being well, we will get to see each other 

in person and be able to have our AGM “almost as normal” this year! 
 
 

I’m not sure about everyone else but as nice as it is when I’m sitting at home 
with the wood burner blazing and the wind howling outside, I can’t help but look 
forward to the summer weather coming around again. At the time of writing this 
we have three months and 27 days to the beginning of April which I consider the 
start of the sailing season. There’s been a lot of cruising talk in our house lately, 
even the kids are starting conversations about when are we leaving and where 

are we going! 
Unfortunately this awful thing called work keeps us on a pretty short leash but 

I’m sure we will get a cruise or two in at some point!  
 

Finally I would just like to say that I have really enjoyed my two years as Com-

modore of CIBC even though it was not as normal as I would have liked. I would 

also like to pass on my very best wishes to the incoming Commodore whoever 

they may be? 

 

Thank you, Kyle and family. 

A View from the  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Thanks to Terry- and all who attended! 

 See page 8 for list  of prize winners! 

 

2021 Racing Trophies Presentation 
Great wee night at the Groomsport Inn 



 



 Moving House 
 

 

 Terry had launched us; NDA council were charging us a weekly rate;  John wanted onto his moor-

ing; Derek wanted his dinghy; John Darcy and Russell Rowley were asking, ‘why do you want to 

move to Scottieland when you have the life of Riley here?’  Ask the mate, I said. But we were off 

anyway! Graham said he would be there on Sunday morning to wave goodbye, but the tide came in 

early so there were no tears on the pier. We sailed north with the wind, light from Belfast direction 

until it died out past Black Head light. Goodbye Groomsport! 

 

The plan was to get up to Fort William for the opening of the Caledonian Canal on 1
st
 May. We 

weren’t sure that it would open then after the winter work on locks, and since they have the same 

communications office that Telford had, it was impossible to find out.  After that, a quick spin 

through the Canal and down to the new berth in Fisherrow, just outside Edinburgh. 

 

From Black Head we had intermittent wind and engine. The 

mate sat for hour after hour – as she did all trip - happy on the 

helm so long as she got sufficient praise.  “Yes, Christina, never 

seen helming like that. Fabulous.” etc. etc.  It was a long day, but 

the tides took us all the way up and past the Mull of Kintyre 

where a bit of wind pushed us to Ardminish Bay on Gigha. 60 

miles and barely an argument between skipper and crew.  We an-

chored in the bay. It was empty – the pontoons still out on moor-

ings – since Scotland was not formally ‘open for business’ until 

the next day. It wasn’t open to anyone from NI, but we had the legitimate excuse of moving home. 

 

Next day we sailed up to Craignish where we anchored for a couple of nights due to strong winds 

(and a new fresh water pump). We then motored round to Craobh Haven with barely a ripple. 

Christina’s salopettes were in Greece and she needed warmth. Craobh Haven said they had a pair 

of ‘Extra Small’ ones, but when she tried them on (and they seemed to be made of 1960s plastic) 

they led off her legs in one direction and the braces stood above her head in the other.  We eventu-

ally got her a decent pair on the Canal. 

 

The Cuan Sound was the following day. Light winds continued and we joggled about until the tide 

just changed then went for it. Simple.  If only Ken Walsh had followed our sensible cruising tech-

nique when he went through a few weeks later. 

 

We passed on up through Kerrara Sound and then decided to find somewhere to anchor for the 

night. Loch Creran looked good and we picked up a buoy.  Early next morning I told the crew to 

stay in bed because calm was expected and we would just potter 

up under motor. Ha! Getting out of Loch Creran against the roar-

ing tide took ages and when we did get out a breeze from the 

north against the north-going tide caused the boat to hobbyhorse 

dreadfully.  The crew didn’t appear and I wondered why. She 

couldn’t get out of the bow cabin, she said.  We anchored in Cuil 

Bay for breakfast and then when the tide turned, motored up to 

Corpach and the Canal. The estate agent phoned and told us our 

house was going to sell. 

 Christina and Philip Leith move to 

“Scottieland” 



One with a squad of brothers from London helping one to 

move the boat to the Baltic and the other going to Orkney.  

They were in a hurry and we weren’t so after day one, they 

went ahead. 

 

It was early May. And it was cold. Snow fell on the hills every 

night and only the diesel drip stove stopped us from freezing.  

We made our way to Fort Augustus and thought, b***er this! 

We left the boat and went to a hotel in Inverness for a couple 

of nights.  Back in Fort Augustus we motored up Loch Ness – 

never my favourite – with low grey skies, the crew freezing 

on her helming duties, and tied up at Dochgarroch Lock. 

 

The Canal was not really ready for transits. Work was continuing on several locks but we didn’t 

really mind the delays.  What we did mind were taps not yet 

turned on and the difficulty of getting water.  Past Loch Ness 

there seemed to be fewer staff. Luckily ‘Dougie’ drove up and 

down opening locks and bridges for us.  It was in this section 

that the crew demonstrated aspects of personality which I had 

not seen before. 

 

We came across a sculler coming towards us, not expecting any-

one to be on the Canal.  He was in the middle and we moved 

over to port because there was more room there.  He wasn’t 

happy and a shouting match ensued between him and the crew.  

We went on to Tomnahurich where a new bridge was being con-

structed.  Just before the bridge, where we had to wait for an 

hour or two, the sculler had left his shoes on a launch pontoon.  

Stories differ, but the crew claims I ordered her to push his 

shoes into the canal where they floated under the pontoon. My 

story is that when I went off to see about the bridge opening she 

did it off her own bat.  Unfortunately, she hadn’t realised that 

we would still be moored 50m away on his return. He came 

alongside and apologised for shouting. The crew, on seeing him, had dived below and hidden. After 

becoming my best friend off he went to his pontoon.  Then came back on foot, noting only that it 

was only the second time his shoes had ever had that happen to them in all the years he had sculled 

on the Canal.  The crew still contends that she was following orders. 

 

In Inverness it was still freezing and the wind was from the east. We once again thought, b***er this 

and went down to a hotel in Edinburgh for a few days. There we saw a flat and agreed to purchase 

it. 

 

Back on the boat we stopped off at Whitehills, Peter-

head and Arbroath, all with little useful wind. We fi-

nally got a sail when we turned at Fife Ness and headed 

westward again, completing the 450nm trip. Arriving in 

Fisherrow too early we saw the disadvantages of a 

mooring where the harbour totally dries. Still, it is mar-

ginally cheaper than Groomsport. 

 

Philip Leith 

September 2021  



GROOMSPORT HARBOUR – STOR-

AGE OF BOATS 
The Harbour Master has informed CIBC that, in future, 

all fin keel boats which are not on a trailer or on stands, 

will have to be stored masts down. To try and prevent 

this. 

 
                                           CIBC awards 2021 

2021 sailing season was somewhat strange with very light airs for most of the time, then some unpleasant 

conditions. 

The number of boats competing varied from 9 or 11 down to 3 or 4. 

Thanks to those Boats and Crew who did turn out to support the racing programme. 

The Sailing Committee would like to thank all those members who acted as Race Officers, especially 

those 

on the shore battery for the Crowe Cup series. 

AWARDS: 

Round the Lough; 3 races out of 5 with 1 abandoned and 1 cancelled due to no wind. Very close 

competition with a win for DOVELET and 2nd place to Lara on equal points, but 1 win to Dovelet. 

Round the Islands; 2 races completed with 3 being cancelled. MERRY JACK finished 2nd on points, with 

a win for Nancy M on 6 points 

Crowe Cup; Well supported with 11 boats on occasions and after the best 11 out of 16 races the results 

were 

very close, Ohana had 42 points, but BIRD of SUNSET had 43 points. 

Portpatrick Offshore ; A good start to race but wind dropped off resulting in only 2 boats finishing. 

Magic Spell in place but a win for LARA 

Wrinklies; Competitive racing but the light airs suited some boats better : Merryjack finished 2nd on 27 

points , but another win for BIRD of SUNSET on 42 points 

Wrinklies Offshore to Glenarm; Largest fleet of boats to leave the Lough in a race from any Club this 

year. 

Only 3 boats finished the race which was won by NANCY M with MERRYJACK a close 2nd 

(very enjoyable BBQ afterwards) 

Duncan Mclnnes Trophy; awarded to Boat attending the most Regattas on Lough. Won by G Wilgar On 

DOVELET. 

T J PLATING CUP for September Series; Again very competitive racing. 6 races completed 3 cancelled. 

Runner up was Dovelet on 20 points but won by BIRD of SUNSET on 21 points 

Pursuit Race. Normally well supported , but only 5 boats competing in good conditions with a flat sea. 

Herbert Lyske was on the battery and the race was started in 20 knts of wind with Dovelet going first, the 

following boats having to work hard in the pursuit. The wind dropped off and after 2hrs of racing the 

winning boat was MAJI with remaining 

boats very close behind. (Full marks to han-

dicapper) 

Endeavour Trophy. Awarded to sailor or 

crew who puts in a lot of effort with little re-

ward. 

This year the Sailing Committee would like 

to give recognition to MERRYJACK for 

their support of CIBC 

Racing programme. 

Commodores Cup: 

 



 

Notice of  Nomination at Annual General Meeting  
 
 
 
 This is the principal business occasion for the club, when members  
 have an opportunity to question the outgoing Executive committee  
 on their handling of  the affairs of  the Club during the past year and  
 also to have the opportunity to make appointments for the incoming  
 year and discuss and propose future activities of  the club  

Nominations  
 

 The following is a guideline concerning the nominations and  
 elections for the Executive Committee.  
 
 (a) Only FULL members may be appointed to office on the Executive  
 Committee and only FULL members may vote thereon.  
 
 (b) No nomination should be made unless the intending proposer  
 and seconder - after consultation with their prospective nominee  
 satisfied that the person nominated will be willing and able to  
 serve the Club in the capacity for which they are proposed. 
  
 (c) No person shall accept nomination unless adequate time, thought  
 and energy can be spared to fulfil the duties involved. 
  
 The full Executive Committee meet on the first Wednesday of  each  
 month at 19:45 hours.  

 
CIBC AGM 2022 

In November 2020 the Committee the Executive Committee, using the powers conferred to it under Rule 
12, hereby amends all sections of the current Rule 9 by replacing the entire Rule with:- 

 
9. COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

In view of the rather extraordinary times that currently prevail the Executive Committee has taken the 
unusual step of acting under the powers conferred to it within Article 10 of the Constitution and has 

amended Rule 9 so that its provisions will not apply for the time being. 
 

At the Executive Committee meeting on 3
rd

 November, it was unanimously agreed to re-instate the original 
Rule 9, which means that an AGM has to be held before 31

st
 March in each year. 

 
The Executive Committee is planning to convene an AGM on Wednesday 12th January 2022  

 
Verbal nominations may be made at the AGM but it is preferable if  

nominations are submitted in writing and sent to the Hon.  

Secretary before the AGM 



 

 

               NOTICE OF 47th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

  

 

 

 You are invited to attend the 47 th Annual General Meeting to be held in the       

Boathouse on Wednesday12th January, 2022 at 20.00 hours. 

 

 

 Business of Annual General Meeting  
 

  To receive the report of the Executive Committee for 2021.  

  To receive the accounts for the financial year ending 31st December 2021                      

and the report of the Honorary Treasurer. 

 To appoint office bearers and the Executive Committee for the year  2022                        

 These appointments shall be made by and from full members as rule 7(a). 
  
  POSITION         CANDIDATE            PROPOSED BY                  SECONDED BY  

  Commodore         Campbell Gardner   Kyle Colville                  Brian Galbraith 

  Vice Commodore  Michael Arbuthnot  Terry Graham              Campbell Gardner 

   Rear Commodore  

   Honorary Secretary John Cathcart      Ron Hutchieson            Kyle  Colville 

   Honorary Treasurer Ron Hutchieson   Richard Bunting           Brian Galbraith 

   Committee 1 Richard Bunting              John Cathcart               Michael Arbuthnot 

   Committee 2 John Cleary  

   Committee 3 Brian Galbraith  

   Committee 4 Terry Graham  

   Committee 5 Ivan Heaney  

   Committee 6 John Winder  

   ex officio Immediate Past Commodore Kyle Colville  

   To appoint the Honorary Auditor to audit the accounts for the year 2022.  

   To transact any other business agreed by the Executive Committee.  

 

   A member wishing to raise a subject for discussion shall give at least   

SEVEN days notice in writing to the Honorary Secretary (Rule 7.5) • To 

discuss any business notified (as above).  

 

    

    Yours sincerely John F. Cathcart, Honorary Secretary  



 

 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2022 

 
 
 

 
FULL MEMBERSHIP  

 
£40.0  

£35 if paid before End of March 
 

Pending AGM ratification 
  

ASSOCIATE MEMBER  
£10.00 

  
Note: Associate membership is open to a Spouse or Partner of a full  

member who resides at the same address as that of the member  
(only persons holding full membership of CIBC are entitled to vote at the 

AGM)  
 

Payment of Subscription  
Subscriptions should be paid to the CIBC Treasurer, Ron Hutchieson  

(Cheques made payable to Cockle Island Boat Club)  
or by e banking Transfer to  

Cockle Island Boat Club  
Santander Bank  

Account Number: 92039523 Sort Code 09-01-28  
 

( Please ensure that you add your name as a ref)  



 

 

Proposed CIBC Winter Programme 2021/22 
Pending Covid Restrictions 

 

 

 

 

Wed 06/10/2021 Committee Zoom  

Wed 13/10/2021 Frank Smyth Favourite Scottish Anchorages Zoom 

 Wed 03/11/2021 Committee Zoom  

Wed 10/11/2021 Ivan Heaney Amazon Adventure Zoom  

Wed 01/12/2021 Committee Zoom  

Wed 08/12/2021 Brian Galbraith Kyles of Bute Zoom  

Wed 05/01/2022 Committee  

Wed 12/01/2022 AGM  

Wed 19/01/2022  Brian Harvey How to build a windfarm  

Wed 26/01/2022  Brian Meharg Various blah   

Wed 02/02/2022 Committee  

Wed 09/02/2022 Dr Robert Neill Shipwrecks and Battle of Copelands  

Wed 16/02/2022  Richard &Louise a Covid cruise Sweden to Denmark 

Wed 23/02/2022  Russell Rowley Antarctic Adventure  

Wed 02/03/2022 Committee  

Wed 09/03/2022 Cruising Supper TBC  

Wed 16/03/2022  Keith Chandler Summer Cruise 2021   

Wed 23/03/2022  James Nixon In the wake of Lord Dufferin  

Wed 30/03/2022  Will Simpson Quiz Night  

Wed 06/04/2022 Committee  

Wed 13/04/2022 Sailors' Meeting  

Sat 23/04/2022 Spring Supper DSC?  


