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The Editor’s Contemplation    

Thoughts! 

Ahoy there club members as I sit here in 

my yearly bath I am still wondering 

where has this year gone? Yes I know we 

have all had to dig deep to get through it 

but for me it has passed so quickly.  We 

have had the first wave, the second wave 

and now they are talking of a third wave! 

Well I don't know about you but the only 

wave I want to see is the crest of one on a 

sunny day on Belfast Lough or The firth 

of Clyde as the bow of my boat cuts through it. Hopefully by 

the time you are reading this my contemplations will be a real-

ity. The front cover photograph gives me hope that blue skies 

and better days will soon be upon us. So “No more negative 
waves man!”(see what I did  there) Lets push on, and get on, through 

it!                      The Ed. 

 
          And for those that don’t know it’s Brian Galbraith 

     Many thanks to all who have taken the time to contribute ! 



 

               

                            
               

 

 

 

I hope this finds you all well and gradually emerging from lockdown. Last year, we were in 

a vastly different place, having been placed into a pandemic lockdown, the likes of which 
many of us have never seen before, and I hope we will never see again. At the time of 
writing, the boats have just been lifted into Groomsport Harbour, and we optimistically 
look forward to our return to boating. 

Preparations for the racing season are in full swing and are at an advanced stage. Unfortu-
nately, the racing marks were not lifted at the end of last season because of the restric-
tions. However, early March saw myself and the Vice Commodore rolling up our sleeves 
and getting the marks lifted and brought into a willing shore party to be cleaned and pre-
pared for the upcoming season. It should be mentioned that they were mostly in their 
original positions and in good condition considering the length of time they had been in 
the water. At the time of writing, I am just about to leave for Groomsport to reset the 
marks for the upcoming season. 

Once again, the sailing committee has put together a fantastic programme of events for 
the summer ahead. I look forward to seeing as many of our members as possible out on 
the water competing enthusiastically for our various trophies. We also look forward to 
hearing about the many cruising adventures that the cruising fraternity have 
planned. 

Enough from me, wishng you all a fantastic season.    Kyle Colville Commodore                                                                                                        

 

                

        A View from The 



Yacht Just Grace 

Captain Ray King’s Mini Cruise 

 

 

 

Having missed out on my annual cruise due to Covid 19 with my 

old pal Bill Ridley, I eventually found a weather window at the be-

ginning of August to get away for a few days albeit on my own 

(friends otherwise tied up). For ease of planning I decided to head 

north up into the Clyde, the general weather forecast being that of 

Southerly's for the first 3 days and then the wind to veer into the North. Perfect. 

   Plans made and victualled up I slipped my berth in Bangor marina on Thursday 6 Aug about 

1300 to catch the ebb up the North channel with a S/SW F4/5 occ 6. With wind and tide work-

ing together and the Schwingpilot wind vane steering gear doing its work it was really a very 

pleasant sail. Approaching Davaar light (Campbeltown Loch) about 2000, I was looking for-

ward to getting into the lee of the Mull and a quiet anchorage for a good nights sleep. Unfortu-

nately the wind did not ease and the Mull offered little respite, consequently spent a few sleep-

less hours till I was certain the anchor was holding. Had thought of going alongside the pon-

toons in Campbeltown but the strong wind and performing the manoeuvre on my own at that 

time of night would not have been a sensible choice. 

   Woke about 0800 to a beautiful morning, wind forecast to be again S/SW 3/4 occ 5, so 

about 0900 got the anchor up ( thank god for electric windlasses) and after a hearty breakfast 

got underway. Had a super sail up Kilbrannan Sound, the wind occasionally faded away but I 

was in no hurry and made the entrance to East Loch Tarbert in Loch Fyne about 1500. The vil-

lage  was fairly quiet but I was not tempted into any of the bars or restaurants even though 

lockdown had deprived me of freshly pulled pints. Eventually succumbed to the fish bar take-

away and enjoyed my haddock and 

chips alfresco and midge free, sat at a 

table overlooking the harbour  - Bliss. 

   Next day turned out yet another super 

day so decided to spend a lazy day in 

Tarbert and  happened upon the Leith’s 

(Phillip and Christina ) on Potemkin2 

and also Ken Walsh on Hecla, however 

both were heading back to Dona-

ghadee via Campbeltown and both left 

early that morning. Spent a very pleas-

ant day pottering around the yacht, 

reading the papers and generally relax-

ing and not doing an awful lot  - Perfect. 

   Sunday morning dawned yet another glorious day, forecast was N/NE 3/4 occ 5, I decided I 



Would have liked to have gone round the Kyle’s of Bute 

but time was getting short as I had said I would be back 

by Wednesday I needed to get moving in the right di-

rection. Thought Troon would be a good destination 

(nothing to do with the half price berthing) as I had not 

been there for a while and it would be an interesting 

sail. Left Tarbert about 1000 and had a gentle reach out 

of Loch Fyne and down the sound of Bute past the Isle 

of Bute and the Cumbraes, then after avoiding the Ar-

ran ferry leaving Ardrossan eventually headed into 

Troon marina about 1700. After spotting the menu in 

reception for Scott’s restaurant in the marina I decided 

to dine there and was not disappointed. 

 

      Departed Troon about 0900 heading for Girvan, the 

forecast was still in the north about a 3/4 and with the 

windvane self steering set, it was an enjoyable sail down the Ayrshire coast past Culzean cas-

tle and Turnberry  golf course before finally entering Girvan (3 hrs before HW) at 3.30. The 

town now boasts marina facilities for a limited 

number of boats but the town itself appeared to 

be on its knees, shops, bars and restaurants all 

shuttered up and not all due to the pandemic. 

Roddy the old harbourmaster has now retired 

and berthing fees are now taken by a vending 

machine which is used by both motorists and 

sailors on the quayside (such is progress) 

where I also met the new harbourmaster Tom 

McKee. I had hoped to have found somewhere 

to eat and drink but even though the town was 

not in lockdown I could find no bars or restau-

rants or bars open ! So had to get the pan out and settle for an “all in” on board. 

 

    Tuesday morning was not quite the weather I had been having but 

hey-ho it was to be generally in the NE 2/4 and I was not complain-

ing. Left about 0800 aiming to be off Corsewall about 1230 to catch 

the beginning of the flood in the North channel, all went according to 

plan till Corsewall point when I ran out of wind. So it was on with the 

engine till I got into Belfast Lough about 1645 and into Bangor ma-

rina. So ended a very enjoyable and impromptu cruise.  

 

 Cheers Ray! 



 



 



Wi-Fi Boat Monitoring 
For a moderate outlay its possible for you to fit a useful Wi-Fi remote monitoring  

system like the one below that I fitted to “Nutcracker”.     by Campbell Gardner 
 

 
Firstly, you will need to make sure that you are in an area with a good 4G signal. 

Most areas now have excellent 4G coverage. A simple router/dongle can be pur-

chased for around £25. You will also need a sim card with at least 10Gb data 

monthly. At the time of writing, a Pay as You Go sim with 10 GB of data will cost 

around £10. Alternatively, it is possible to get from “Three” a free router when y tact 

with 10 GB data for £11. 

The router that I am using is a Huawei E5573 4G router and works 

fine in the boat. And is powered by shore power. I have also-

seen one of these supplied via a 12v battery with a little trans-

former. 

All the following devices link securely via Wi-Fi to an app on your 

phone. 

The next thing you will need is a water leak detector.  As shown here, 

this comprises the central unit and the sensor that you can see run-

ning down into the boat's bilge. 2 AAA batteries power it, 

and I have not needed to change the batteries in the last 

7months. This works when the sensor is immersed in water, 

it sends an alarm via Wi-Fi to an app on your phone, letting 

you know you have a problem. 

This is a picture from the App. on my phone showing a 

normal state. You can also from the App, check on the 

device battery state and even receive a low battery 

notification.  

Next, you can have a contact sensor for your door. 

This sensor is magnetic, has two parts one, you fit 

to your door/washboard, the other, to the frame. 

con 

 Again, it is powered by two AAA batteries, and I have not 

needed to charge these batteries in the last 7months. Once the magnetic link is bro-

ken, a message is sent to an app on your phone to let you know the door has been 

opened.  

I also have a temperature and humidity device that is connected to a heater. I can 

switch the heater off and on remotely, or I can set a timer to turn the heater off and 

on or, I can set a minimum temperature, at which point the heater would then turn 

on. I can also set it to notify me if the temperature exceeds a set amount, possibly in-

dicating that there is a fire on board. In the photo, you can see a black lead and a  



rectangular box coming from the side of the white box. This is the temperature and 

humidity sensor. The whole thing is then connected to the AC supply onboard (shore 

supply) and then to a heater. It is possible to buy another Wi-Fi device that is battery 

powered but obviously can't be connected to a heater. 

 

I have a simple Smart plug; this, as with the other de-

vices, is connected to the AC, and I use it to switch off 

and on a small tube heater. The App on your phone allows you to set 

a timer to switch any device plugged into the smart plug remotely. 
 

 

You could, of course, have other things connected to the smart plug such as lights, 

fans, dehumidifier and maybe even a battery charger. 

 

There is also a host of other Wi-Fi devices that can bee added to the system, such as 

a simple security camera. 

Yes, this system works well if you are connected to shore power. A power bank can 

power the router and I have successfully powered my router this way for three days. 

Alternatively, a 12v DC supply can be used to power 

the router.  

 

As you can see from the image below, I have a few Wi-

Fi devices at home and on the boat, running from the 

one App. 

 

So how much does this cost? 

Wi-Fi Router non-contract £25 

Sim card with 10 GB £10 PAYG 

Wi-Fi Router on contract £11 pm 

Leak detector eBay £12 

Contact Sensor eBay £10-15 

Wi-Fi plug £11 Tesco 

Wi-Fi temp/humidity sensor eBay £10-15 

Total for above £89aprox (non-contract router) 

Or if you are prepared to wait on delivery from China, this could be as low as £51 no-

contract router or £36 with a contact router. Via “Ali express.” 

Having the Wi-Fi router onboard opens a whole realm of possibilities. It can be used in con-

junction with your TV or can be used with a navigation system etc. etc. A simple GPS Wi-Fi 

tracker can also be bought. 

It can also provide a little bit of peace of mind during times apart from your pride and joy on 

holiday or in a lockdown.  Give me a shout if your interested and I can explain if you have 

any questions. Thanks, Campbell 



Anyone we know got one? 



 

A LASTING MEMORY OF MAURICE BOAL 

Late March was a notable occasion for Groomsport and CIBC because the 

recent display feature now located in the Main Street is a wish, made two 

years ago, now come to fruition. Before he died, Maurice had been talking 

to some friends regarding his home-built timber dinghy which was then  

"taking up room" in his already crowded garage, and suggesting that it might 

come in useful sometime in the future for Groomsport or its harbour area.  

After he died, the garage was eventually cleared by friends. Someone 

brought a trailer and the dinghy was removed but has now reappeared as the 

centerpiece of the display. The Council cleared the patch of ground adjacent 

to the lane leading to the shore. Raymond Fair delivered some large boulders 

to enhance the site. John Ritchie and his wife Mandy, to whom we are par-

ticularly indebted, then undertook the extensive work to the display - plant-

ing flowers around and in the boat, making and fixing the rowing figure and 

the many other details, which together have produced a greatly admired and 

appreciated work of art. We understand that in due course a couple of 

plaques are to be placed alongside the display and it all goes to prove that al-

though good friends are not always with us, it does not  necessarily follow 

that they are forgotten.  SC                        Thanks to Sam Andrews for photo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Busy day at the Port! 

2021 CIBC LIFT IN AT LAST! 


