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History of Cockle Island Boat Club 
1974-2024

50th Year
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Photo or photos of Groomsport at low tide.
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Example
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18 Bryansburn Road Bangor 



• Francis Mc Auley had his ear to the ground and with the 
help of Douglas Cowan they thought of forming a Boat Club 
to represent the interests of the boaters in Groomsport 
Harbour. 

• Copy of letter from Francis Mc Auley and Douglas Cowan to 
Willie Wickens 

• 29 individuals met in Francis’s Lounge on 4th March 1974 
and signed up to form CIBC 

• The Rules or Constitution were agreed. 

• CIBC was born!
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The Club Burgee was designed jointly between 
Francis Mc Auley and a lady Artist who Joined CIBC 
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Early Dinner Dances and 
Prizegivings were held in the 

George as it had one of the largest 
function rooms. 
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• Out for a sail 
in Duncan’s 
big boat
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Early News Sheets were often 10 
pages long. 

Published Monthly 
with cartoons by John Bell.
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• Commodores Day 

• Best Kept and Equipped Boat Competition 

• Man Overboard Rescue Competition 

• Boat Handling Competition 

• Children’s Fancy Dress Competition
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• Day of the Big Storm  

• A N/E Gale causing 22 boats to break their 
moorings. They were nearly all washed ashore. 
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First Dredging of 
Groomsport Harbour 
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January 1982



•                     First CIBC  Regatta 1985.
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• Members Boating Holidays
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• Portpatrick Races
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Sailing on Sceptre K17 (69 ft) 
She is a 12 metre class yacht 

built for the Royal Yacht Squadron to challenge the 
Americas Cup in 1958 

She was owned by the Sceptre Preservation Society. 

RUYC kindly arranged an afternoons sailing for members of 
C.I.B.C.. 
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• Neaps and Tatties
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• Children’s Christmas Parties
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• Old Gaffers Nights.
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• Club Outings to Port Dandy, Helen’s Bay and 
Carrickfergus.
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Every Summer Season 
ended with a Thanksgiving 

Service ln the Local Church.
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• Hen Island Race
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Bangor  
Harbour Development 
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• Christmas Dinners organised by Sam Andrews
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Ritchie’s Rovers 
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Sam starring in 
Temple Bar
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One of our young at heart long standing 
members relaxing on a day out.
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